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Chapter old age pensions. New Zealand rigidly excludes under
___"   Acts of 1920 and 1931, but does not otherwise penalise;
Newfoundland has no attractions to offer, and the
Irish Free State maintains the British doctrine of free-
dom of entry, and no discrimination save that the
franchise is restricted to Irish citizens.
No doubt the matter is not wholly satisfactory. The
suggestion has even been made that the day may come
when India may appeal to the League of Nations to
take up the issue of the right of migration, and it is
possible that at some future time the activities of the
League may extend beyond the present doctrine that
immigration is essentially a matter of domestic juris-
diction, so that it cannot be dealt with either by the
League Council or the Permanent Court of Inter-
national Justice.1 The most important factor in the
situation is the attitude of Japan, which endeavoured
to secure the right of migration as -a fundamental
principle recognised by the League, and which has
never acquiesced in the justice of the policy of the
reservation of areas by nations as their inviolable pre-
serves, especially when, as in the case of Australia, the
local population and such immigration as it permits
fail to fill up the territory at any adequate rate. It is
significant that one of the reasons which induced
Dominion refusal to accept the Geneva Protocol of
1924 was the belief that it might in some measure
handicap them in their maintenance of the doctrine
that immigration issues were of purely domestic
concern.
It is significant of the difficulty of relations between
India and the Dominions that it proved impossible
1 Wheaton, International Law (ed. Keith), i. 574, 600.